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THIS MONTH 'S BIOGRAPHY IS ON BILL BAKER  

Bill was born in Philadelphia, PA, where he lived until 1972. He didn't 
finish high school and worked at Sears until he joined the Army Aug 23, 
1948. He then wound up in Fort Stockton and Nemo, TX. He was in the 
Army's 101st Airborne Service Division, then in the Second Division. He 
served in Guam, Fort Lewis Washington, and went to Korea Aug 15th 1950. 
He was taken prisoner Dec 1st 1950 and was held until Sept 6, 1953. 
  While a prisoner in Camp 5, he kept a prayer book in which he entered 
the names of 14 U.S. soldiers he helped bury (in China). They had to cross the 
Yalu River which was frozen at the time, in order to bury these men.  
  When he was released, he spent 30 days on a troop ship headed for 
San Francisco and discharge. When he boarded his flight in San Francisco for 
home, the plane got diverted to Burbank due to some problems and they were 
told there'd be a two day layover. He and his buddy "Porky" had no money to deplane with everyone else, 
so stayed on board. 
  While they sat on the plane, who should come on board but Walter Pigeon, June Allyson, and 
Shelley Winters who took the two men off the plane and treated them to a hotel suite where they were 
also treated to haircuts, manicures, and dinner. They were taken for a tour of MGM studios the next day 
and were then taken back to the plane for home. 
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  Once back home, Bill went to trade school and when he finished, went to work for Hall Trucking. 
He then went to work for Philco Ford in 1958. He was sent to Vietnam where he worked for Philco from 
1966-1969. In 1972 he worked for Brown & Root on the Comanche Peak project in Glen Rose. He 
developed breathing problems and saw a V.A. doctor who told his employers he was a danger to his 
fellow workers as well as himself, and the company let him go. He then went on 100% disability in 1988. 
  He and Janet were married in 1988 and Bill has 6 children from a previous marriage. He and Janet 
now have 17 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. 
  Bill earned a Purple Heart, POW medal, and a total of 21 service medals. 
  As a hobby he used to like woodworking, but doesn't work at it anymore. He and Janet have 
been members of our chapter for 3 years. Bill can relate many stories of his years as a prisoner that can't 
be told in just a few paragraphs for this paper. 

�
EILEEN 'S CORNER by Eileen Montanez 

Our guest speaker for the July meeting will be Lt Col Brian Birdwell, a 9/11 Pentagon Survivor. 
  One of the two guest speakers at the last meeting was Hannah Lee. She talked about a program 
called "It's Time to Talk". It is a program encouraging Americans to go to Korea to teach English. It is a 
Korean Government sponsored program International Voluntary Program, Talk! 

You need at least 2 years of undergraduate education or more by June for placement in the fall, 
and December for the spring placement. The Korean Government will provide round trip airfare, 
accommodations, cultural experiences, monthly stipend and more. The job is for 6 months to one year.   

 
GENERAL WALTON H WALKER CHAPTER 215, INC. 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC 
 MAY 2010 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
 

 The Gen. Walton H. Walker Chapter #215 Membership Meeting was held on May 15, 2010 at the 
Arlington Police Substation in Arlington, Texas.  The Chapter meeting was called to order by President 
Larry Kinard with 42 members and 5 guests present.  The Invocation was given by Bill Hoyle followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag conducted by Ron Lange.  Richard Vaughn read the Chapter 
Creed followed by a moment of silence. 
 President Kinard asked for a motion to approve the April Membership Minutes and April 
Financial Report.  Both were presented in the May Bulldog Bugle.   Sam Bass made the motion to 
approve the April Minutes and Russell Stephens seconded.  The motion passed.  Richard Vaughn made 
the motion to approve the April Financial Report and Bill Smith seconded.  The motion passed. 
 President Kinard welcomed Guests Don McMillan and his wife Rachael, Don Oberhelzer and J. B. 
Anderson as prospective members and they in turn related their service time and area.  President Kinard 
then called on Special Guest Hannah Kim who is the Treasurer of the Korean Association of North Texas 
who presented the facts that this group wishes to have a 60th Commemorative Dinner for local Chapters  
in the North Texas Area and to also present 60th Commemorative Medals to those veterans who attend.  
The Consular General for Korea in the Houston Area would also be attendance.  She would like for the 
Chapter to poll its members as to whom might attend and a preferred date.  She indicated that 
transportation could be furnished from a central area to the area where the banquet and awards would be 
made.  She also reported that other Chapters would be invited also.  President Kinard said the Executive 
Committee will take this under advisement and come up with a plan for the chapter to participate.  
 President Kinard then asked our substitute speaker from the Fort Hood area to give us information 
on what they do for those soldiers and their families that need help.  She gave a very good explanation of 
all the things that this volunteer group does and it covers many areas of help for those service members.  
She can be quite proud of having formed this help group and two of our members Janet and Bill Baker 
also are involved with this group.  The members were quite impressed with the help they do on a 
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voluntary basis.  The Chapter appreciated her filling in for the speaker who was scheduled on short notice.  
My apology on her name which I found she did not sign in too late to include it.  I will report it in the next 
minutes so we have a record. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 John Fisher made the announcement about the Memorial Day Ceremony to take place at the 
National Cemetery this year.  The speaker will be General Steve Arthur and a fly over will be conducted 
by the same F-16 Group that had a speaker for us a couple of meetings earlier.  He also stated the National 
Cemetery main gates would open around on May 24th.  The program begins at 11:00 am and you need to 
get there early and bring your own lawn chair.  Also be sure and look at our monument while there.  Bill 
Smith, Sim Goodall and John are now our Chapters working volunteers 
 Nathan Stovall reported that Burleigh Casler was in the hospital with an infection, Jean Goss has 
lost one kidney, Vernell Cooper is still having problems, Marvin Dunn has just recently had a Cystoscopy 
and flushing of bladder and Nathan has had a reaction to medication placed on his skin. 
 Bill Hoyle reported that the Chapter will be making a presentation of our “Tell America” program 
at the Donna Shepard Middle School in Mansfield on May 26th in the afternoon.  He also reported that if 
you have a prospective member let the membership Chairman Jack Cooper or him know and they will 
send out a letter of invitation to attend a meeting to get to know us. 
 Eileen Montanez reminded the membership that the Bulldog Bugle Newsletter meeting will be on 
Monday, May 24 at the Atlanta Bread Company at 10:00 am and invited all to attend and help with the 
preparation of the newsletter before printing and mailing. 
 Ken Dillard reported that we will have the 4th of July parade on the 3rd of July and that we had 
received permission to use the Bus Barn free to fix up our float the day before the parade again this year.  
All others have to pay, but we receive this since we are veterans. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 John Fisher reported that the April visit to welcome home the troops was cancelled since flight 
interruptions by the volcano changed flight arrival times.  He will set a new date later. 
 Treasurer Mac Swain reminded those in the chapter who owed dues in June that those dues were 
now being called for.  He also explained why the Ballot would not have a 2nd Vice President on it and the 
Secretary/Treasure since they were elected for a two year term last year and the President position was 
only for one year.  Both the President and 1st Vice President positions will be for only one year this year 
to put us back on a two year election cycle. 
 President Kinard reported that the July 27th Remembrance Program at the VA Hospital would be 
on the 25th.  Chapter 270 will continue it and our chapter has been invited to help.  Anyone who wishes to 
be a part of it should contact him and he will tell them what to do. 
 Bill Hoyle gave out forms and information on Honor Flights out of Waxahachie to go to 
Washington, DC to see the monuments for the war the veterans have fought in. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 President Kinard reminded the chapter that the next meeting would be on June 19, 2010 at the 
same time and place.  This will also be our election meeting 
 Nominating Committee Chairman Nathan Stovall gave the membership who has been contacted to 
fill the available offices open.  He then asked for nominations from the floor for the Presidents Position, 
the 1st Vice Presidents position and Directors positions.  There were none made.  Those who the 
nomination committee presented were President Bill Hoyle, 1st Vice President Jim Wetmore, and for the 
three Directors open positions James Lucas, Joe Roberts, Richard Vaughn, and Byron White.  The ballots 
will be in the June Bulldog Bugle with all the information of what to do also on the ballots. 
 President Kinard reported that there will be a Ceremony in Austin, Texas on May 25th and a 
Research Symposium on May 18 if anyone was interested in attending to see him for information. 
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 The 50/50 drawing was held and Mary Lou Stone won $64 as her half of the drawing.  The 
furnished Star Mogul by Leonard Plog was won by Ron Lange. 
 A motion was made to adjourn with a prayer by John Fisher and seconded by Leo Gigliotta.  Bill 
Hoyle gave the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Bill Mac Swain, Secretary 

�
GENERAL WALTON H WALKER CHAPTER 215, INC. 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC 
MAY 2010 FINANCIAL REPORT  

[omitted from online version] 
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A recap/update on the 2010 Revisit Korea program . Perhaps because it's the 60th 

Anniversary year, or the air subsidies (a first) we are oversubscribed for quotas. The May, June, and 
September tours are full and we have had to go back to the MPVA/KVA for additional slots. Now they 
say, no more!  
  The last two tours are still open, but filling fast . They are 11-17 October  (Special Air Force 
Recognition) and 8-14 November  ("Chosin" Reservoir and Marine Corps Birthday Celebration) 

Note:  You don't need to be in the Air Force or Marine Corps to go on these tours. This just 
indicates the special commemoration designation, as well as the ROK military service that is responsible 
for hosting the event.
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CREED: All the members of the General Walton H Walker Chapter of the Korean War Veterans Association are 
the living representatives of all Americans who gave their lives in Korea. As members we are dedicated to also 
represent the known American prisoners of war that were never returned after the war, and the American service 
personnel still missing in action in the Korean War. 
 

OUR PURPOSE IS: 
1. To motivate patriotism amongst the American people and to raise their awareness of the Korean War and 

those who served in it. 
2. To render help and support to all the wounded and disabled American Veterans of the Korean War. 

GENERAL WALTON H. WALKER CHAPTER 215 
KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. BOX 122084 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76121-2084 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 215 monument donated to the National Cemetery 
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June 08, 2010 Executive Board Meeting - Hugh Smith Center 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
June 19, 2010 Regular meeting: 11:15 AM  1030 SW Green Oaks Blvd, south of 
I-20, between Cooper and Matlock Streets 
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Dallas VA Hospital 10:30 a.m. Helpers needed– please volunteer!    

 


